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â€œDo you like green eggs and ham?â€• asks Sam-I-am in this Beginner Book by Dr. Seuss. In a

house or with a mouse? In a boat or with a goat? On a train or in a tree? Sam keeps asking

persistently. With unmistakable characters and signature rhymes, Dr. Seussâ€™s beloved favorite

has cemented its place as a childrenâ€™s classic. In this most famous of cumulative tales, the list of

places to enjoy green eggs and ham, and friends to enjoy them with, gets longer and longer. Follow

Sam-I-am as he insists that this unusual treat is indeed a delectable snack to be savored

everywhere and in every way.  Originally created by Dr. Seuss, Beginner Books encourage children

to read all by themselves, with simple words and illustrations that give clues to their meaning.
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As a certified elementary school teacher and practicing preschool teacher (3-year-olds), I highly

recommend this book! There isn't a day when I don't hear "Ms. Molly, read 'Sam-I-Am!'" My poor

copy of "Green Eggs and Ham" is tattered, torn, missing pages and is in the process of losing its

cover! When I read it, the children follow along and are able to recall the rhyming words when I

intentionally skip them (a skill which usually surfaces at a later age.)When we have free time in the



classroom, there is a mad dash to the bookshelf to fetch "Green Eggs and Ham." I sit out of sight

while the children quietly sit down with "Green Eggs and Ham" and watch them turn the pages and

"read" the story. They know what lines belong to which page by "reading" the pictures. This is one of

the earliest and most positive signs of reading readiness. Of course the children aren't "reading" the

words, but they are becoming aware of letters as symbols for sounds. I often hear them mimicking

my many interpretations of the book (some of which get quite enthusiastic!) and other children

gather round the "reader" to hear the story, sometimes helping out! The benefits they are reaping

from this story alone marks the beginning of an enjoyable journey through the many facets of

language development (reading, comprehension, phonics, rhyming, speaking, listening, and

interpretation.)Not only is the book full of fun phrases, fantasic illustrations, lively characters and

poignant messages, but also is a great tool for learning about the initial processes of reading and

recognizing written language.
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